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Evaluating Experiences with Online Educational Multimedia and Web 2.0

Web 2.0 has taken center stage in the education realm in that it not only facilitates networking, but also stimulates a constructivist approach to scholarship as students develop authentic learning experiences. It is so amazing that the World Wide Web began as a mere connection of links to a highly interactive medium for consuming content. I feel that my experience with online educational multimedia and Web 2.0 is quite limited from both an instructor and student perspective, yet I am starving to learn more. I am familiar with the following learning tools: podcasts (using Audacity), wikis (Wikipedia), web blogs, Face Book, YouTube, and most recently Google Presenter and Yola. 
To elaborate, each of these tools motivates communication, participation, networking and sharing in one form or another, thus all important components for instructing online. Using podcasts was a way for me to personalize my course as I would create intermittent lectures using Audacity. It was simple to use and I plan to use it in the future for personalized final grade discussion with each student. 

I used the open-source software Wikipedia and have mixed feelings. On one hand, it allows anyone to create and distribute content as the software is characterized by decentralization of authority and freedom to market conversation. Additionally it has numerous contributors bringing their point of view and knowledge to the forefront. My reluctance is credibility. Can you believe everything you read? Additionally, some contributions have never ending links which seem to quickly veer off topic.
In regard to web blogs, I have created a few and for me, I really do not see them as more than sharing my personal notes, thoughts and opinions with others. If nothing else, it allows the instructor to see what the student is gleaning from the instruction. From reading others blogs, they are somewhat of a hybrid diary and guide focusing mostly on personal expression. Yet, they do have promise as a successful informational discussion medium. 
My experience with Face Book is limited as I became a member and surfed the site looking for prior acquaintances. I suppose social networking is not one of my strengths. I do not really see Face Book as a great educational tool, but instead, more of an outlet for the digital generation to keep in touch. 
I found YouTube a great reference medium. It has a large assortment of instructional videos showing everything from how to shift a motorcycle, to how to cook a turkey, to how to create a spreadsheet. It is a great “how to” tool for the masses. 

Most recently, I have been introduced to Google Presenter and Yola. Both are user friendly and allow content to be presented with little hassle. My only concern is the information I create is available for anyone to see. I would prefer restricting access to those that I choose. Maybe this feature is available and I have not discovered it yet. 

What I would like to learn in this course are what tools can be used to supplement online courses. I presently instruct using Blackboard, with the course premised on a textbook. The textbook does have a companion website, yet I want more. I would like to create more self-checking online quizzes, matching games and such to entice students to learn in a variety of formats. I also struggle with getting the group to participate in the online conferences. I have already set up the expectations and the grading scale for contributions, yet many still only provide one or two sentences to important topics. 
